VisuvalDx (online digital
dermatology atlas)

Multiple authors, a limited version of
the VisualDx is available free on
Medscape as the Primary Care Atlas
of Dermatology. A full version of
VisualDx is licensed as a yearly sub-
scription and a trial version is avail-
able for 14 days on a CD-ROM, pric-
ing is based on the number of users,
Rochester, NY, Logical Images, Inc,
www.logicalimages.com, 2001.

Logical Images’ intelligent Visu-
alDx atlas for the diagnosis of fe-
ver, bioterrorism-related rash, and
adult rashes stands above all other
digital atlases in the field. Its collec-
tion of images is of the highest qual-
ity, and its search features are novel
and effective.

Using VisualDx, one can search
for the diagnosis of a rash by appear-
ance, location, and symptoms. Those
who are not dermatologists can ac-
cess dermatological knowledge by fix-
ing on icons denoting, for instance,
a flat lesion or purpuric lesion. These
icons show what happens when you
press on a lesion—a blanchable area
gets less red when pressed. Selecting
the purpura icon reveals a visual dif-
ferential diagnosis of thumbnail digi-
tal images of purpuric diseases. Im-
ages can also be searched for by
anatomic distribution (eg, acral).
These search features make Visu-
alDx a more useful diagnostic tool, es-
pecially for nondermatologists, than
the excellent University of Erlangan
Dermatology Online Atlas.

The collection of images in Vi-
sualDx is extensive. It has more pic-
tures of small pox than I have seen in
any other source. And it provides 84
images of granuloma annulare. Im-
ages can be grouped alphabetically
and by severity (all rashes that are
emergencies [eg, anthrax or toxic
shock] can be grouped). When a par-
ticular disease is selected by double-
clicking, diagnostic and therapeutic
information is generated regarding the
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condition. Included in this informa-
tion are clinical pearls that help the
reader to distinguish similar condi-
tions from one another (eg, eschar of
anthrax, spider bite, and rickettsial
pox).

By paying an annual license fee,
VisualDx can be accessed over the
Web or ona CD-ROM. T have a high-
speed connection, so I do not know
how it would run on a 56 k connec-
tion. A more abbreviated, free ver-
sion of VisualDx with fewer fea-
tures, is available on Medscape’s
dermatology page.

VisualDx is part of the van-
guard of diagnostic aids that will
bring not merely dermatological
knowledge, but dermatological un-
derstanding to all places with com-
puters and modems. This atlas points
the way toward the future of utiliz-
ing images to facilitate diagnosis; its
interactive nature makes it a truly
helpful tool for enhancing the health
of patients.

Noah Scheinfeld, MD, JD
New York, NY

Utility Index: Important
Production Quality: Outstanding
Primary Readership: Physicians
(nondermatologists), clinical der-
matologists, subspecialists in der-
matology (dermatopathologists,
pediatric dermatologists, etc), der-
matologists-in-training, and derma-
tologic surgeons

Value for Money: Good buy

Surgical
Anatomy of the
Head and Neck

DERNMATOLOGIA
SURGERY

edited by Parviz Janfaza, Joseph B.
Nadol, Jr, Robert J. Galla, Richard L.
Fabian, and William W. Montgom-
ery, 908 pp, with illus, $349, ISBN
0-683-06302-2, Philadelphia, Pa, Lip-
pincott Williams & Wilkins, 2001.

Through history, advances in
anatomy have been the foundation
for subsequent improvements in sur-

gical technique. Galen’s theories of
human anatomy, only partly in-
formed by evidence from cadaveric
dissection, both inspired and lim-
ited surgeons from Roman times un-
til the late Middle Ages. Empiri-
cism’s eventual rebirth enabled the
contributions of surgeons, like Al-
Zahrawi in Moorish Spain, who ap-
preciated the importance of anatomy.
In 1543, De Humanis Corporis Fab-
rica was published by Vesalius and
became the first complete anatomy
textbook. This doubtless facilitated
the subsequent innovations of oth-
ers, including Gaspare Tagliacozzi
(1545-1599), the so-called father of
plastic and cutaneous surgery (eg,
flap and graft reconstructions).

Surgical Anatomy of the Head
and Neck is an unusually compe-
tent synthesis of anatomic knowl-
edge that is of great practical help to
the surgeon. The book is divided into
chapters by region, and subdivided
further by subregion. For example,
the chapter entitled “Nasal Cavities
and Paranasal Sinuses” has 8 parts.
One of these is “the external nose,”
which is in turn composed of “ana-
tomic landmarks,” “nasal bony
framework,” “nasal cartilages,” “na-
sal septum,” “lobule of the nose,”
“muscles of the nose,” “blood sup-
ply of the external nose,” and “nerve
supply to the external nose.” Each
of the lowest level subsections is
keyed to an adjacent anatomic illus-
tration by bullet points. All the ma-
jor structures in that area are de-
scribed with concise sentences
explaining their location, size, func-
tion, and other relevant details.

The organization of the book
makes it easy to use. A surgeon inter-
ested in a particular topic can easily
find the relevant section or subsec-
tion, and if specific data are required,
the index can pinpoint these. While
not a small book, Surgical Anatomy
of the Head and Neck delivers an enor-
mous amount of information in an
uncluttered manner by virtue of an
economy of language and disciplined
presentation.
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Artistic renderings of anatomy
provide the backbone of the book.
These drawings, often in full color,
but occasionally in 2-tone or black
and white, are typically half a page
in size, and probably outnumber the
pages of text. They are a remarkable
achievement, beautifully crafted by
an illustrator’s illustrator. The temp-
tation to compress every detail into
each image has been successfully re-
sisted. Color is used when it helps,
but omitted when it would be un-
necessary or distracting. Similarly,
some illustrations are simple and
some complex. Form is chosen to en-
hance function, and there is no slav-
ish adherence to any type of orien-
tation or view, and no compulsion to
make the drawings look uniform.

A successful text device is fre-
quent shaded boxes labeled “surgi-
cal implications.” These highlight
the clinical relevance of key struc-
tures being discussed. Another bo-
nus is the final chapter, “Regional
and Free Flaps and Gratis for Re-
construction in the Head and Neck.”
In this, the authors review the ana-
tomic considerations that must guide
specific reconstructions.

Much of the anatomy dis-
cussed in this book will be only tan-
gentially relevant to dermatologic sur-
geons. Deep structures of the ear and
midface are rarely involved in Mohs
repairs or excisions. However, some-
times invasive tumors go further than
expected and their removal may im-
pinge on structures well beyond the
skin. Dermatologic surgeons should
be able to cope with these chal-
lenges. For this, as their predeces-
sors in history discovered, an under-
standing of the relevant anatomy is
indispensable. Better to know too
much than not enough, and greater
anatomic expertise can only encour-
age further innovation in tech-
nique. This book, written by otolar-
yngologists, is a welcome addition to
the surgical dermatologist’s library.

Murad Alam, MD
Leonard H. Goldberg, MD, FRCP
Houston, Tex

Utility Index: Indispensable
Production Quality: Outstanding
Primary Readership: Dermato-
logic surgeons

Value for Money: Expensive but
worthwhile investment

Skin Cancer

DE tl'ﬂ]hOLjQGlC

by Arthur J. Sober and Frank G.
Haluska, 350 pp, with illus, $149,
ISBN 1-55009-108-5, Hamilton, On-
tario, BC Decker Inc, 2001.

This is 1 of more than 20 books in
the American Cancer Society’s At-
las of Clinical Oncology Series. Both
editors are at Harvard Medical
School, where they recruited most
of the chapter authors. The pub-
lisher, BC Decker Inc, is a newly
prominent boutique house based in
Canada that has recently taken an in-
terest in dermatology. As with the
other texts from BC Decker Inc, the
hardcover Skin Cancer is sold as a
unit with a CD-ROM version.

Ambitious as its title, this book
discusses the whole breadth of cu-
taneous malignancies, from diagno-
sis to treatment, and basic science to
clinical observation. Eighteen chap-
ters are grouped in 4 categories: ba-
sic concepts, clinical presentation,
management, and prevention. Or-
ganization has obviously been given
thought, with the editors cogni-
zant of the discipline required to
cover the subject in 300 pages.

In the first section, there is an
excellent chapter on epidemiology
of skin cancer by Martin Wein-
stock, and an equally valuable chap-
ter on risk assessment that features
a diagrammatic representation of the
“life of amole.” A chapter on the ge-
netics of skin cancer is the solitary
foray into basic science in the book,
and is well done.

The section on clinical presen-
tation allots chapters to melanoma,
basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell
carcinoma, cutaneous lymphoma,
Merkel cell carcinoma, and Kaposi
sarcoma. Curiously, while Merkel cell
carcinoma merits a whole chapter,
other uncommon cutaneous malig-
nancies are discussed collectively in
a single, excessively short chapter.
One half to 1 page each is devoted to
angiosarcoma, atypical fibroxan-
thoma, dermatofibrosarcoma protu-
berans, and microcystic adnexal car-
cinoma. The chapter on basal cell
carcinoma could be more extensive,
with a better selection of clinical pho-
tographs.

Chapters on skin cancer man-
agement comprise about half the
book. Within this section, attention
is heavily weighted toward the treat-
ment of melanoma. Six of the 9 chap-
ters discuss melanoma, with the re-
maining chapters on treatment of
nonmelanoma skin cancer, radiation
therapy, and surgical treatment of pri-
mary cutaneous melanoma. Tech-
niques of dubious merit in the man-
agement of melanoma are discussed
exhaustively, but the emphasis can-
notbe criticized given the importance
of melanoma within dermatology and
the dearth of highly effective thera-
pies foradvanced disease. Thus, there
are separate chapters on adjuvant
therapy in melanoma, immunotherapy
for melanoma, and melanoma chemo-
therapies, as well as an entire chapter
on lymphatic mapping and sentinel
lymph node biopsy, which are con-
sidered experimental procedures by
many. The chapter on radiation
therapy is appropriately brief, given
the exceedingly few instances when
radiation is the optimal intervention
for skin cancer.

A concluding chapter on pre-
vention by Robin Marks provides an
authoritative overview. Dermatos-
copy, missing from the melanoma
chapters, is defined here.

This book has many commend-
able features. Many large, crisp color
photographs and well-conceived dia-
grams are liberally dispersed through-
out. Four or more illustrations per
page are not uncommon, while 2 are
the norm. Combined with the leg-
ible typeface and intuitive subhead-
ings in bold, the ubiquity of color and
explanatory figures makes this an in-
viting and accessible reference book
that verges on being an atlas.

Additionally, the book is in-
deed comprehensive. If nonmela-
noma cancer is treated slightly cur-
sorily, this is understandable given
that so many other, more esoteric
topics must be discussed as well. In-
dividually, most of the chapters are
a pleasure to read. Well written,
clear, and concise, they are dis-
tilled summaries of the type diffi-
cult to find in major dermatology
texts, which can sacrifice simplic-
ity for absolute comprehensive-
ness. Moreover, some of the con-
tents of this book are surpisingly rare
in other reference books, in any
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form. For instance, given the con-
troversy over the usefulness of lym-
phatic mapping and sentinel node bi-
opsy, it is extremely helpful to read
how exactly these procedures are
done. There is a similarly adept, vi-
sually striking explanation of Mohs
micrographic surgery that care-
fully delineates the mapping, mark-
ing, and processing of tissue. Cuta-
neous lymphoma, an evolving and
complex field understood poorly by
many dermatologists, is covered ad-
mirably. Taken together, the chap-
ters on cutaneous lymphoma and
treatment of primary cutaneous lym-
phomas comprise a freestanding
mini-book that is easily digested by
a novice. Finally, while few derma-
tologists in the United States would
direct the surgical or medical treat-
ment of advanced melanoma, they
should be aware of the standards of
care and the promise of emerging
therapies, detailed here.

Skin Cancer is less dense than
some other textbooks on skin can-
cer. For comparison, Friedman et al’s
Cancer of the Skin and Maloney and
Miller’s Cutaneous Oncology are more
in depth and heavily referenced. But
much of the charm of Skin Cancer
isits brevity, clarity, and user-friend-
liness, which are unparalleled. The
reader interested in detailed discus-
sions of diagnostic and therapeutic
controversies pertaining to un-
usual tumors had best look else-
where. On the other hand, readers
who want to learn about the current
clinical management of melanoma,
and to a lesser extent, nonmela-
noma skin cancer and cutaneous
lymphoma, could do no better.

This is a basic, benchmark book
of value to dermatologists, oncolo-
gists, surgeons, and dermatology
residents, as well as motivated in-
ternists and medical students. Prob-
ably all dermatologists who treat skin
cancer should consider obtaining
and reading it. As only 1 review copy
was provided by the publisher, 1 of
the 2 reviewers will purchase an-
other copy for himself.

Murad Alam, MD
Leonard H. Goldberg, MD, FRCP
Houston, Tex

Utility Index: Important
Production Quality: Excellent

Primary Readership: Clinical der-
matologists, subspecialists in derma-
tology (dermopathologists, pediatric
dermatologists, etc), dermatologists-
in-training, and dermatologic sur-
geons

Value for Money: Bargain

Dermatopathology
in Systemic Disease

by Bruce R. Smoller and Thomas D.
Horn, 401 pp, $159, ISBN 0-19-
513038-3, New York, NY, Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 2001.

This is a 401-page book devoted to
the study of systemic processes in
which there is significant cutaneous
involvement, with particular empha-
sis on the description of histologic
features. The authors classify those
diseases in 7 parts: I, diseases involv-
ing skin and multiple internal or-
gans; 11, diseases involving the skin
and limited internal organs; I1I, meta-
bolic and storage; IV, infectious dis-
eases; V, drug-induced diseases; VI,
internal malignancies; and VII, pe-
diatric diseases. Within each part, dis-
eases are further organized into eas-
ily recognizable groups such as
cardiac, renal, or musculoskeletal dis-
eases. Regarding each disease, there
is a description of epidemiology, clini-
cal cutaneous features, associated dis-
orders, histologic features, special
studies, and etiopathogenesis.

This original approach to cuta-
neous lesions provides an easy, quick
review of such important processes
such as lupus erythematosus or dis-
eases of the nervous system with cu-
taneous manifestations. The book is
also very helpful by providing the sys-
temic description of epidemiology,
clinical cutaneous features, etc. The
tables are printed with a blue back-
ground to allow easy reading. An-
other significant plus is the iconog-
raphy, with high-quality, color
pictures throughout the book.

In any work there are features
that will be considered as deficien-
cies by some readers. The book only
lists the differential diagnoses with-
out any mention of important diag-
nostic features (probably to reduce
the length of the book). Some of the
diseases may be difficult to place in
one or another chapter. For ex-

ample, Langerhans cell granuloma-
tosis and lymphocyte recovery erup-
tion are listed within hematologic
malignancies (chapter 10); a more
suitable title for that chapter may have
been “Hematologic Processes” rather
than “Malignancies.” Similarly, post-
transplant lymphoproliferative dis-
orders, which are usually classified
with immunosuppression and solid-
organ transplantation, are listed
within the topic of renal disease
(chapter 8). Erythema annulare cen-
trifugum, id reaction, and erythema
nodosum are listed under fungal and
algal diseases (chapter 19), al-
though they are sometimes associ-
ated with other infectious processes
such as bacterial infections. Some of
the diseases are not included in the
classic subgroup (eg, lupus erythem-
atosus has a chapter by itself, sepa-
rate from connective tissue disorder).
However, although the placement of
these diseases may surprise some
readers, the excellent index will help
one locate a particular disease.

In summary, thisisan excellent
book thatshould be part of the library
of dermatopathologists and any phy-
sician with interest in cutaneous
manifestations of systemic diseases.

Victor G. Prieto, MD, PhD
Houston, Tex

Utility Index: Important
Production Quality: Excellent
Primary Readership: Physicians
(nondermatologists), clinical derma-
tologists, subspecialists in dermatol-
ogy, dermatologists-in-training, and
dermatologic surgeons

Value for Money: Good buy
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The Archives of Dermatology re-
views books, journals, CD-
ROMs, Web-based products, and
other information sources of in-
terest to dermatologists. We wel-
come the submission of review
copies, which should be sent to
the Book and New Media Re-
views Section, Archives of Derma-
tology, 25 Boylston St, Suite 212,
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467. Ques-
tions regarding the review pro-
cess may be directed to the sec-
tion editor at murad@alam.com.
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